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Figure 4 – Trends in real GDP per capita, Pakistan 1977 

     
       Pakistan vs. Synthetic Control      Placebo test  
 
 
Figure 5 – Trends in real GDP per capita, Panama 1968  

   
     Panama vs. Synthetic Control    Placebo test 

 
 
Figure 6 – Trends in real GDP per capita, Peru 1968 

    
      Peru vs. Synthetic Control     Placebo test 
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Figure 7 – Trends in real GDP per capita, Uruguay 1972   

     
       Uruguay vs. Synthetic Control       Placebo test 
 
Figure 8 – Trends in real GDP per capita, Chile 1973  

   
                    Chile vs. Synthetic Control                Placebo test 
 
 
Figure 9 – Trends in real GDP per capita, Uganda 1966  

     
      Uganda vs. Synthetic Control      Placebo test 
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Figure 10 – Trends in real GDP per capita, Nigeria 1966     

   
 Nigeria 1966 vs. Synthetic Control             Placebo test 
 
Figure 11 – Trends in real GDP per capita, Nigeria 1984     

   
 Nigeria 1984 vs. Synthetic Control               Placebo test 
 
 
Figure 12 – Trends in real GDP per capita, Sierra Leone 1971   

   
Sierra Leone vs. Synthetic Control                Placebo test 
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Figure 13 – Trends in real GDP per capita, Lesotho 1970  

    
       Lesotho vs. Synthetic Control                   Placebo test  
 
 
Figure 14 – Trends in real GDP per capita, Gambia 1994  

     
                 Gambia vs. Synthetic Control                            Placebo test 
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Appendix I - Transitions to autocracy12 

Chile 1973: On September 11, 1973 the government of President Salvador Allende was 
overthrown by the military in a coup d’état. General Augusto Pinochet assumed power after 
deposing President Salvador Allende, establishing an anti-communist military dictatorship 
that ruled until 1990.  

Gambia 1994: Until the military coup in 1994, Gambia was ruled by President Dawda 
Kairaba Jawara, who had been elected five times in a raw. In 1994, the Armed Forces 
Provisional Ruling Council (AFPRC) deposed the Jawara government and banned opposition 
political activity. Lieutenant Yahya A.J.J. Jammeh, chairman of the AFPRC, became head of 
state.  

Greece 1967: Rule by the military started in the morning of 21 April 1967 with a coup d'état 
led by a group of colonels of the Greek military, and ended in July 1974. "The Regime of the 
Colonels" refers to a series of right-wing military governments that ruled Greece from 1967 to 
1974. 
 
Lesotho 1970: In January 1970 the ruling Basotho National Party (BNP) lost the first post-
independence general elections 36. Prime Minister Leabua Jonathan refused to cede power to 
the Basotho Congress Party (BCP), declared himself Tona Kholo, and imprisoned the BCP 
leadership. 
 
Nigeria 1966: The first military coup was in January and led by a collection of young leftists 
under Major Emmanuel Ifeajuna and Chukwuma Kaduna Nzeogwu. This coup was counter-
acted by another successful plot, which allowed Lt Colonel Yakubu Gowon to become head 
of state.   

Nigeria 1984: A new constitution was approved in 1977, and in 1979 Shehu Shagari won 
democratic elections. A military coup in 1983 established the High Military Council as new 
ruling body. 

Panama 1968: A military coup overthrew the elected government headed by Arnulfo Arias 
Madrid. Generale Omar Torrijos exerted power over the junta until his death in 1981 in an 
alleged plane accident.  

Pakistan 1977: In 1977 Zulfikar Ali Bhutto enjoyed an unprecedented victory and became 
Prime Minister, and then a staged military coup headed by Zia-ul-Haq apprehended him on 
issues of vote-rigging and banned all political activities leading the nation into a martial law.  

Peru 1968: The elected government of President Fernando Belaunde Terry was deposed by 
coup; he was succeeded by General Juan Velasco Alvardo. 

Philippines 1972: Barred from seeking a third term, President Ferdinand Marcos declared 
martial law on September 21, 1972, under the guise of increased political instability and 
resurgent Communist and Muslim insurgencies, and ruled the country by decree. 
 

                                                 
12 The source is Wikipedia, accessed on November 4th, 2009. 
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Sierra Leone 1971: After a closely contested general elections in March 1967, Siaka Stevens, 
candidate of the All People's Congress (APC) was appointed new prime minister. He was 
subject to a number of coups. On April 19, 1971, parliament declared Sierra Leone a 
Republic. Siaka Stevens' title was changed from Prime Minister to President. Guinean troops 
requested by Stevens to support his government were in the country from 1971 to 1973. The 
opposition boycotted the 1973 general election. 
 
South Korea 1972: On December 6, 1971, Park declared a state of national emergency. On 
July 4 of the following year, he announced plans for reunification with North Korea. Park 
declared martial law in October 1972, dissolving the National Assembly. The Fourth Republic 
began with the adoption of the Yusin Constitution in November 1972. This new constitution 
gave Park effective control over the parliament. 
 
Uganda 1966: In 1966, Milton Obote overthrew the king Edward Muteesa II, the President 
and Commander in Chief of the armed forces. A Parliament dominated by the Uganda 
People's Congress changed the constitution, and Obote became president. The elections were 
suspended, ushering in an era of coups and counter-coups, which would last until the mid-
1980s. Obote was deposed twice from office, both times by military coup.   
 
Uruguay 1972: President Jorge Pacheco declared a state of emergency in 1968, followed by a 
further suspension of civil liberties in 1972 by his successor, President Juan María 
Bordaberry. After defeating the Tupamaros, the military seized power in 1973. In 1980, the 
army forces proposed a change in the constitution that would be passed with a referendum. 
The "No" to the reform won the vote with 57.2% of the votes. In 1984, massive protests 
against military rule broke out, and the country returned to civilian rule with national 
elections held later in the same year. 
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Appendix II - Treated countries and donor pools for the synthetic control experiments 
 
Greece 1967  
Potential controls  Australia, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Iceland, 

Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, United States, Fiji, 
India, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka, Botswana, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Jamaica, Mauritius, South Africa, Zimbabwe Trinidad & 
Tobago, Venezuela. 

  
Philippines 1972  
Potential controls Fiji, India, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka, Botswana, 

Colombia, Costa Rica, Jamaica, Mauritius, South Africa, Zimbabwe 
Trinidad & Tobago, Venezuela. 

  
South Korea 1972  
Potential controls Fiji, India, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka, Botswana, 

 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Jamaica,Trinidad & Tobago, Mauritius, South 
Africa, Zimbabwe, Venezuela. 

  
Pakistan 1977  
Potential controls Fiji, India, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka, Botswana, 

 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Jamaica, Mauritius, Trinidad & Tobago, 
Venezuela, South Africa, Zimbabwe. 

  
Panama 1968  
Potential controls Colombia, Costa Rica, Jamaica, Trinidad & Tobago, Venezuela, 

Mauritius, South Africa, India, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Sri 
Lanka, Botswana, Pakistan, Zimbabwe, Fiji. 

  
Peru 1968  
Potential controls Colombia, Costa Rica, Jamaica, Trinidad & Tobago, Venezuela, India, 

Malaysia, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka, Botswana, Mauritius, 
South Africa, Pakistan, Zimbabwe. 

  
Uruguay 1972  
Potential controls Colombia, Costa Rica, Jamaica, Trinidad & Tobago, Venezuela, India, 

 
Malaysia, Zimbabwe, Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka, Botswana, 
Mauritius, South Africa, Fiji. 

  
Chile 1973  
Potential controls Colombia, Costa Rica, Jamaica, Trinidad & Tobago, Venezuela, India, 

Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka, Botswana, Mauritius,South 
Africa, Zimbabwe,Fiji. 

  
Uganda 1966  
Potential controls Botswana, Mauritius, South Africa, Zimbabwe, India, Malaysia, Sri 

Lanka, Colombia, Costa Rica, Jamaica, Venezuela, Uruguay, 
Philippines, South Korea, Chile, Pakistan, Fiji,Trinidad & 
Tobago,Papua New Guinea,Gambia. 

  
Nigeria 1966  
Potential controls Botswana, Mauritius, South Africa, Zimbabwe, India, Malaysia, Papua 

New Guinea, Sri Lanka, Colombia, Costa Rica, Jamaica, Trinidad & 
Tobago, Venezuela, Uruguay, Philippines, South Korea, Chile, 
Pakistan, Fiji. 
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Sierra Leone 1971  
Potential controls Botswana, Mauritius, South Africa, Zimbabwe, India, Malaysia, Papua 

New Guinea, Sri Lanka, Colombia, Costa Rica, Jamaica, Trinidad & 
Tobago, Venezuela, Pakistan, Fiji. 

  
Lesotho 1970  
Potential controls Botswana, Mauritius, South Africa, Zimbabwe, India, Malaysia, Papua 

New Guinea, Sri Lanka, Colombia, Costa Rica, Jamaica, Trinidad & 
Tobago, Venezuela, Pakistan, Fiji. 

  
Nigeria 1984  
Potential controls Botswana, Mauritius, South Africa, India, Malaysia, Papua New 

Guinea, Sri Lanka, Colombia, Costa Rica, Jamaica, Trinidad & Tobago, 
Venezuela, Thailand, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Peru. 

  
Gambia 1994  
Potential controls Botswana, Mauritius, South Africa, India, Malaysia, Papua New 

Guinea, Sri Lanka, Colombia, Costa Rica, Jamaica, Trinidad & 
Tobago,Venezuela. 
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Appendix III – Control countries with weight higher than 0.02 in the synthetic control 
 
ASIA   LAAM   AFRICA 
PHILIPPINES 1972  PANAMA 1968  UGANDA 1966 
Synth. Control   Synth. Control   Synth. Control  
Costa Rica 0.115  Papua N. Guinea 0.495  Botswana 0.127
India 0.608  South Africa 0.320  Gambia 0.784
Malaysia 0.124  Trinidad & Tob. 0.185  India 0.030
Mauritius 0.116    
Venezuela 0.032     
      
SOUTH KOREA 1972  PERU 1968  NIGERIA 1966  
Synth. Control    Synth. Control   Synth. Control  
Botswana 0.602  Costa Rica 0.392  Costa Rica 0.021
South Africa 0.398  Malaysia 0.059  India 0.608
  South Africa 0.034 Pakistan 0.371
  Trinidad & Tob. 0.515  
      
PAKISTAN 1977   URUGUAY 1972  SIERRA LEONE 1971 
Synth. Control   Synth. Control    Synth. Control  
Botswana 0.057  Mauritius 0.056  India 0.556
India 0.920  Venezuela 0.944  Pakistan 0.378
Papua N. Guinea 0.023    Zimbabwe 0.061
       
   CHILE 1973  LESOTHO 1970 
OECD  Synth. Control  Synth. Control  
GREECE 1967  Costa Rica 0.391  India 0.398
Synth. Control   Fiji 0.052  Pakistan 0.601
Papua N. Guinea 0.415  Mauritius 0.312    
Japan 0.288  South Africa 0.150  NIGERIA 1984 
Jamaica 0.214  Venezuela 0.095  Synth. Control  
South Africa 0.052    India 0.983
New Zealand 0.031      
     GAMBIA 1994 
      Synth. Control  
      India 0.969
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